






















offering guidance in understanding issues of
individuals with disabilities.

U.S. Public Health Service, Office of the
Surgeon General. 2002. Closing the gap: A
national blueprint to improve the health of per-
sons with mental retardation — Report of the
Surgeon General’s Conference on Health
Disparities and Mental Retardation. Rockville,
MD: U.S. Public Health Service, Office of the
Surgeon General. Available at http://www.sur-
geongeneral.gov/topics/mentalretardation/
retardation.pdf
This national conference sponsored by the U.S.
Public Health Service addresses the issues of
oral health related to individuals with disabili-
ties, particularly mental retardation.  By devel-
oping a blueprint for services, experts and pol-
icymakers demonstrate how they will deal with
gaps in services to this population. Particular
attention is paid to improving quality care and
professional development for providers.

With the increased national focus on oral
health care, development of resources and
research is underway to assist programs that
promote the oral health wellness of all children,
including those with disabilities.  This article
demonstrates the particular need for oral health
care for young children with disabilities.  Oral
health resources for young children with dis-
abilities are available to programs, providers
and other partners and are listed below in a
resource section. These organizations and
resources seek not only to improve services to 

children with disabilities, but also to increase
opportunities for partnerships to support pro-
fessional development and to improve access to
services.

1 Mouradian, W.E., MD, MS. (2001) Introduction and Overview. In
Proceedings: Promoting Oral Health of Children with
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities and Other Special Health Needs.
Seattle, WA: Center on Human Development and Disability, University
of Washington. Pg. 11-29.

Amanda Schwartz, M.A., Disabilities Specialist, Head
Start Information and Publication Center, Washington,
D.C.
E: amandas@headstartinfo.org
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NATIONAL MATERNAL AND CHILD ORAL HEALTH RESOURCE CENTER
By Katrina Holt, M.P.H., M.S., R.D.

The purpose of the National Maternal and Child
Oral Health Resource Center (OHRC) is to
respond to the needs of states and communities to
address current and emerging public oral health
issues. OHRC supports health professionals, pro-
gram administrators, educators, policymakers, and
others working in states and communities with the
goal of improving oral health services for infants,
children, and adolescents, including individuals
with special health care needs, and their families. 

OHRC collaborates with Federal, state, and local
agencies; national and state associations and
organizations; and foundations to gather, develop,
and share high-quality information and materials. 

OHRC services include:

• Gathering programmatic materials to share
with those working to improve access to oral
health services for Early Head Start and Head
Start participants (e.g., standards, guidelines,
curricula, teaching guides, manuals, policies,
and reports). 

• Collecting and sharing outcomes of Head Start
oral health partnership projects, including

materials from the national, regional, and state
oral health forums (http://www.mchoral-
health.org/HeadStart/hsforums.html).

• Developing and disseminating publications
such as fact sheets, tip sheets, resource bul-
letins, and resource guides in print and elec-
tronic formats.

• Maintaining an Early Head Start/Head Start
page on the OHRC Web site that offers 
online access to current programmatic 
materials, links to relevant Web sites, 
descriptions of oral health projects, materials
from oral health forums, and a link to search
for Head Start programs (http://www.mchoral-
health.org/HeadStart/headstart.html).

• Responding to information requests on topics,
such as early childhood caries, dental sealants,
water fluoridation, and access to and reim-
bursement for oral health services.

OHRC is funded by the Health Services and Resources Administration’s
Maternal and Child Health Bureau and is located at Georgetown University.
Katrina Holt, Maternal and Child Oral Health Resource Center,
Washington, D.C. 
E: kholt@georgetown.edu.

NATIONAL PARTNER PROJECT

Volume 1, No. 1, February 2005 13

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 H

SN
R

C
 a

rc
hi

ve
s.



RESOURCE CORNER

Web Sites

American Academy for
Pediatric Dentistry
http://www.aapd.org
The American Academy for
Pediatric Dentistry is a mem-
bership organization repre-
senting the specialty of pedi-
atric dentistry. AAPD’s Web
site hosts a variety of links to
resources and information
regarding pediatric dentistry.

Association of State and
Territorial Dental Directors
http://www.astdd.org
The Association of State and
Territorial Dental Directors
(ASTDD) is a national non-
profit organization represent-
ing the directors and staff of
state public health agency pro-
grams for oral health.
ASTDD’s Web site provides
information on state activities,
best practices, resources, and
publications. ASTDD formu-
lates and promotes the estab-
lishment of sound national
dental public health policy and
assists state dental programs in
the development and imple-
mentation of programs and
policies for the prevention of
oral diseases.

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention
http://www.cdc.gov/
OralHealt/index.htm
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
is the federal agency with pri-
mary responsibility for sup-
porting state- and community-
based programs to prevent
oral disease, promoting oral
health nationwide, and foster-
ing applied research to
enhance oral disease preven-
tion in community settings.

Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/oral-
health
Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services Oral Health
Web site provides information
about oral health programs
including: Medicaid dental
coverage and its relationship
to EPSDT, SCHIP dental cov-
erage, and Medicare dental
coverage and its limitations.

Children’s Dental Health
Project
http://www.cdhp.org
Children’s Dental Health
Project is dedicated to assisting
policymakers, health profes-
sionals, advocates, and parents
improve children’s oral health
and increase their access to
oral health care.

Federal Interagency Forum on
Child and Family Statistics
http://www.childstats.gov
Federal Interagency Forum on
Child and Family Statistics
Web site offers easy access to
federal and state statistics and
reports on children and their
families, including: population
and family characteristics, eco-
nomic security, health, behav-
ior and social environment,
and education.

Head Start Bureau
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/pro-
grams/hsb
The Administration for
Children and Families Head
Start Bureau Web site offers
information about Head Start
programs and services, grant
information, research and sta-
tistics, publications and
resources, policies, events, fre-
quently asked questions, and
contact information.

Head Start State Collaboration
Office
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/pro-
grams/hsb/contacts/statecol-
lab1.htm
The Head Start State
Collaboration Office Web site
offers background information
on Head Start State
Collaboration Offices and pro-
vides a complete list of contact
persons and information for
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each Head Start State
Collaboration Office.

Health Resources and Services
Administration
http://www.ask.hrsa.gov/Oral
Health.cfm
Health Resources and Services
Administration’s oral health
programs promote improved
oral health and access to oral
health care children from fam-
ilies with low-income, individ-
uals with special health care
needs or living in medically
underserved areas. HRSA’s
Oral Health Web site provides
an opportunity to search the
information center, order pub-
lications, and visit topics of
interest within the specific area
of oral health.

Maternal and Child Health
Library Knowledge Path: Oral
Health and Children and
Adolescents
http://www.mchlibrary.info/K
nowledgePa th s / kp_ora l -
health.html
The Maternal and Child
Health Library Knowledge
Pathway for Oral Health and
Children and Adolescents pro-
vides a comprehensive list of
resources including national
webites and electronic publica-
tions, state websites and elec-
tronic publications, distance
learning resources, databases,

and electronic newsletters and
online discussion groups.

National Institute of Dental
and Craniofacial Research
http://www.nidcr.nih.gov
The mission of the National
Institute of Dental and
Craniofacial Research 
(NIDCR) is to improve oral,
dental and craniofacial health
through research, research
training, and the dissemination
of health information.
NIDCR’s Web site offers
health information, informa-
tion about clinical trials, news
and reports, and funding and
training for research.

National Maternal and Child
Oral Health Resource Center
http://www.mchoralhealth.org
The National Maternal and
Child Oral Health Resource
Center (OHRC) responds to
the needs of states and com-
munities in addressing current
and emerging public oral

health issues. OHRC supports
health professionals, program
administrators, educators,
policymakers, and others with
the goal of improving oral
health services for infants,
children, adolescents, and
their families. The resource
center collaborates with feder-
al, state, and local agencies;
national and state organiza-
tions and associations; and
foundations to gather, devel-
op, and share quality and val-
ued information and materi-
als. OHRC maintains an
Early Head Start/Head Start
Web page that provides links
to information and materials
including the oral health
forum reports, organizations,
and a description of ACF/HSB
and HRSA/MCHB intera-
gency agreement projects (see
http://www.mchoralhealth.org
/HeadStart/headstart.html).
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Electronic and Print
Publications

Head Start and Partners Forum
on Oral Health #71, 2001.
http://www.headstartinfo.org/
publications/hsbulletin71/cont
_71.htm
http://www.headstartinfo.org/
pdf/
OralHealth.pdf
The bulletin presents the Head
Start Bureau’s priority to
improve the oral health of
young children. The bulletin
provides information on the
Partner’s Forum on Oral
Health, the Surgeon General’s
Report on Oral Health, causes
of dental caries and the role of
good nutrition, oral health
assessment and dental preven-
tion, access to dental care for
preschool children, as well as a
resource list and oral health
and children virtual resource
guide.

Embracing Our Future: Health
Services and Head Start, Video
and Video Guide, 2004.
To order, go to
http://www.headstartinfo.org
This resource kit includes an
18-minute videotape and a
videotape guide. The videotape
shows how Early Head Start
and Head Start are making a
difference in the lives of four
children and their families. 

These stories illustrate the pri-
mary health services that chil-
dren and families receive while
enrolled in Head Start. The
videotape guide reinforces key
messages from the videotape
and provides a basic descrip-
tion of health services in Head
Start as described in the Head
Start Program Performance
Standards. The guide offers
ideas and suggestions for using
the videotape with different
audiences. The kit also includes
an order form for both English
and Spanish-language materi-
als.

Journal of Public Health
Dentistry,  Vol. 60, No. 3,
Summer 2000.
http://www.mchoralhealth.org/
materials/multiples/hspart-
ners.html
To order a copy at no cost, go
to http://www.ask.hrsa.gov/
detail.cfm?id=MCHN023
The Journal of Public Health
Dentistry 60(3) describes the
proceedings of the Head Start
Partners Oral Health Forum
and provides informative arti-
cles regarding dental caries,
risk assessment, and access to
dental care for Head Start chil-
dren. One specific article focus
es on access to dental care from
a state perspective.

Oral Health Fact Sheets:
Information for Consumers,
2004.
http://www.dhfs.state.wi.us/He
alth/
Oral_Health/factsheets.htm
This set of oral health fact
sheets contains information on
early childhood caries, dental
amalgam, dental sealants,
dietary fluoride supplements,
water fluoridation, fluorosis,
primary and permanent tooth
development, oral cancer, and
smokeless tobacco. Each fact
sheet provides a brief descrip-
tion of the topic and preven-
tion measures. The fact sheet
on tooth development is illus-
trated.

Surgeon General Report on
Oral Health
http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/
library/oralhealth/
On May 25, 2000, Surgeon
General David Satcher released
Oral Health in America:  A
Report of the Surgeon General.
The Surgeon General called for
action to promote access to
oral health care for all
Americans, especially the dis-
advantaged and minority chil-
dren found to be at greatest
risk for severe medical compli-
cations resulting from minimal
oral care and treatment.
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